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ing Very Grave Author, whofe Phyx led him _ nifhed, or Carried on with fo much Condué and Cou- 
by into fome Miftakes about his Underftanding, rage : For had St. Wenefrede been permitted to join the 
an after fufficiently expofing himfelf upon One Neighbouring Detachments, both by Sea and Land, 
to or Two ferious Subjetts, hath of late, with under the Command of her near Allies, St. Taffy and 
et: fingular Modefty, recover’d a true Senfe of St. Patrick, it is impoflible to tell what would have be- 


ch FB) his own Talents, and to attone for'former Miftakes, ap- 
rms ied his Genius wholly to Farce and Drollery, His firft 

Ffay of this Kind ju now Publith’d, is Intituled, The 
ita RS Life and Miracles of St. Wenefrede : A Work, which 
ri, TA) may be truly ftiled, Dis multuma; defideratum : For 1 do 
Wi, > not remember to have feen fo fmall a Number of Pages 
Ge HR f richly Stor’d and Furnifh’d with the very Marrow 
neg JP and Quinteflence of Banter and Waggery. The true 
int) [BY Reafon for Publifhing this Book feems to be artfully 


1th [B® intimated to us in the 89th Page: Where we are given 
ould HS to underftand, that in the Reign of King Stephen, this 
, the HBS fame St. Wenefrede engrofs’d all the good Company in 


let HS and about St. Afaph to her Self; and was the beft vifi- 
ted of any Perfon refiding in thofe Parts: Whereupoft 
the Worthy Bifhop of that See took a Refolution to 
wi JS remove her quite out of his Diocefe, as a very dange- 
rous Rival: And after that, fays the Hiftorian, His Re- 
verence was the moft Celebrated Old Woman in all that 
. Under this Hiftorical Emblem, our Author 
plainly fhews us his Defign in writing Se. Wenefrede out 
of the Neighbourhood of St. Afaph; but as all Mafters 
of dry Banter have a double Meaning, a Serious and a 
Comical, the one exprefs'd, the other implied, it was 
he fhould give us fomewhat a Graver Account 
of this Publication. Now it feems an unknown Perfon, 
but a Roman Catbolick, had put out, laft Year, one 7. F.’s 
Admirable Life of St. Wenefrede, with an Additional 
Account of fome modern Miracles wrought by that Saint : 
This Book, being almoft as fCarce and hard to come by, 
as if it had been Printed by Old Elzivir, our Author fers 
himfelf, with great Pains, to bring it into oo by 
Writing a Comment upon all the Lyes, Fables, and 
Forgeries in that Book; and ferves them up, in Sauce of 
hisown, for our Repaft and Entertainment. To fhew 
how Induftrious this Popifh Editor had been for our 
Sakes, 1 think he does not prefume to lay above one 
le Truth to his Charge in all that Treatife. He had 
faid, Pag. 175. That in the Travelling Seafon, the Town 
Holy-well (the Seat of St. Wenefrede) appears Popu- 
ous, crowded with zealous Pilgrims from all fae Us ri- 
tain, The Well it felf recetves a Succeffion of Vifitants 
from Sun-rife till late at Night. re our Commentator 
will have ‘the Editor to talk like a Proteffant : This he 
admits for firict Faét ; (as, no doubt, the very fame Af- 
fertion holds good at Bath, Epfom, and Turnbridge, at 
leat during the Seafon) and then taking for granted, 
that all the Perfons, who refort thither, are bi 





ilgrims, 
which he credits as roundly as the Editor would have 
him, he falls dire@tly into the Burleque Stile, reprefents 
in lively Colours the imminent Danger of Popery, and 
wonders how we can fit ftill and fee the Reformation 
afaulted, and, contrary to the Alarms our Senfes daily 
give ws, fffer fo Formidable a Foe as St.Wenefrede to 
get Pofleffion of Flint/hire, and go on in an open At- 
tack upon the Rights of Epifcopacy. To prevent there- 
fore thefe Mifchiets, he puts himfelf at the Head of the 
Velch Clergy, and, like another Cradtews, flices off St. 
Wenefrede’s Head at a Blow, and then bravely defies all 
the fonks and Friars u Earth tod fix it on again. 
I believe all Generals for the Church Militant will al- 





low, that there could net be an Adventure fo well Fr - 


~? iJ, 
7 


come of us. 

This mighty Undertaking is fuch a Service to the 
Church, and fuch a Blow to Popery, that out of my 
known Zeal for one, and utter Averfion to the other, 
I cannot help feconding the good Work with my beft 
Endeavouts and Recommendations, The rather, be- 
caufe I find our Hero has too much Courage to ftop 
here, but, according as he meets with Encouragement ; 
and to convince the World, that he is a Match for He 
as well as She-Saints, is refolv'd, for the Honour of the 
Reformation, not to fheath his trufty Whinniard ; but 
having laid St. Wenefrede low, to begin the next Onfer 
upon Guy of Warnick, which he feems to threaten 
Pag.31. And after that(as he goes on Menacing Pag. 35.) 
to take a Turn with every one of the Seven Chaugitts ; 
of whom he is in fome Doubt, whether they are not 
Airy Beings, {pirited up by fome Magician or Enchantre|s, 
out of pure Spite to him, and for Trial of his Prowefs. 
Nor is this all ; but he gives out, that he has been late- 
ly Befet in his very Study, by a Formidable Body of 
Popifh Giants, Monfters, and Knights Errant, in the 
Shape of mighty Fo/to’s and Quarto's, attended by S.yuires 
and Dwarfs in Oflavo and Duodecimo ; whom he fhort- 
ly intends to Diflodge from that Quarter, unlefs fome 
friendly Search from the Government or the Poffe Com’ 
break in, and foreftall his Valour, by taking that Ene- 
my off his Hands : For in the laft Rencounter upon that 
Spot, a fudden and dreadful Fire broke out among /is 
own Books ; by which unlucky Accident, no Jefs than fix 
well-fortified Shelves of Catbolicks were in danger of 
being Blown up and Buried in Athes. 

*Tis true, our Author has made feveral little Slips in 
Burlefque, very pardonable in young Beginners, which 
I am inclin’d to pafs over, out of fingular Refpect to 
his main Defign. Speaking, Pag. 22. of the Nature of 
that Fuith, which is converfant about Saints and Mi- 
racles, he tells us, That a Pilgrim ought 10 be as fure that 
his Saint did once live, as that he bimjelf now lives: By 
which, I conceive, he has Unfainted Peter, Paul, and 
all the Apofles ; fince no Believer can be as fure they 
once lived, as that himfelf now lives : Nothing of what 
is paft being quite fo Self-evident, as a Man's own Exi- 
fierce. And I wonder he fhould be fo hard upon Poor 
Pilgrims, when he contents himfelf in Cafes of this 
Nature, with a way of Reafoning, which he is pleafed to 
call, Pag. 24. only 4 fort of 4 Demonffratun. Thus 
again, Pag.42. having learnedly laid it down as a Maxim, 
That St. Paul’s Head was as ujeful a Head as St. Wene- 
frede’s, he argues, That becanfe St. Paul's Head was not 
fet on again, therefore neither was St. Wencfrede’s: Por 
fuch an extraordinary Favour would give St. Wenefrede 
the Preference to St. Paul. But, with Submiflion, rhis 
is as good an Argument againft St. Paul Head being 
cut off, as againft St. Wenefrede’s being put on again : 
For Decollation, | take it, is not fo very great a Fa- 
vour, but that other Chri/rians might be faid to receive 
greater, and on that account, be preferred to St. Paul : 
And yet for all this, there is as little Reafon for me to 
doubt the Being of this Saint, as there is Danget of my 
ever Believing in St. Wenefredes From T?anjlating of 
Saine:, oot Aethor veatures upon Tranfiaring of Latin, 
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He renders ( een’ Antiguitas veneranda commendabat, 
© quorum verbis fidem adbibere pfe Religionis habitus 
compellebat) thus ; Whofe Venerable Age recommended 
them to me, and nbofe very Garb and Habit con/fratn’d 
me to believe what they faid. Now tho’ a Monkifh Writer 
were allowed to have Rhetorick enough toMfay, Habitus 
Relivionis, a Religious Habit or Garb, yer 1 rather believe 
he means that Habit of Credulity his Religion had taught 
him: Becaufe notwithftanding it be the Praétife of the 
Catbolicks to believe in a Gown, a Hocd, or a Conl, yet 
\do not remember any of them fo Silly as to own it. 
Thus too at p. 41. our Author Epitomifes the Story of 
St.Wenefrede in the following manner. A young Prince, 
on 4 Sunday Morning, comes to a Lord’s Houfe, and finds 
bis only Daughter all alone, and immediately falls in Love 
nith Ber, and tells her, if fhe will but lie with bim, he will 
marry her afterwards, and make ber a Princefs. She ex- 
cufes ber felf, and fays, fhe will wait on him by and by; fo 
freals out at a back Door, and falls a running towards the 
Church. The Prince purfues and overtakes ber, but. find- 
ing ber infiexible, cuts off ber Head. Whence he argues 5 
That St. Wenefrede has no fuch extraordinary Title to 
the Priviledge of kaving her Head fet on again ; becaufe 
one cannot reafonably fuppoje there 1s any one boneft Maid 
in all Flintthire, who would not do as much. Now tho’ 
Maids, efpecially if they are bone?, may not be very 
apt to fie with Princes, notwithftanding they were to be 
marry d afterwards: And fuch Maids, no doubt, may be 
found in many Places, befides Flint/hire, Stony-Stratford, 
and other Climes, whofe very Names are Antivenereal, 
yet if this be fufficient to bar the Miracle, the Chara- 
&ter of Mary Magdalen, by a parity of Reafon, may. 
be a good Proof, that not fo much as one fingle Devil 
was ever cait out of her. However, as I hinted above, 
for the fake of the main Argument, \ am willing to pafs 
over thefe Blunders. 

I agree with this Author, that a Fic of the Gout, or 
Rheumati{m, may be cur’d at Holy-well, and St, Winefrede 
have no hand in the Matter; why then fhould fuch a 
Quack-Saint be fuffer'd to take up her Refidence there ? 
Can the Reformation be fafe, or the Proteftant Religion 
out of danger, whilft this fame Winny is tolerated in 
the Diocefe ¢ My Zeal will not fuffer it ; and I have had 
fome Scruples, whether St. Afaph himfelf ought not to 
be fent packing after her: 1 am fure I have heard feve- 
ral odd Srories concerning him, and I like him_ the 
worfe, becaufe, as our Author affirms of St. Wenefrede, 

. 17. He isa Saint, fecundum ufum Sarum, We acknow- 
lg with great Pleafure, the many Helps the Prote- 
frant Caufe hath met with: Several excellent Things 
have been written againft Tranfubjtantiation, Half-com- 
munion, the Pope’s Supremacy, and other Fandamentals 
of the Romifh Church, by fome Engli/h Divines of great 
Learning and Eminence; but to the Scandal of the Re- 
formation, we have foffer'd their Saints to Reign too 
long; whereas there could not be a more proper Task 
for Sophs, Curates, and young Beginners, than to take 
each Man his Saint, and never leave Writing, till they 
had argu’d them all out of the Calendar, to make room 
for the Moderns. How many Popifh Books are there yet 
unanfwer'd ? Have we no Englifh Divine, who underftands 
Architetlure well enough, to confute the Travels of the 
Chappel at Loretta ; or fo much Anatomy, as to prove 
that feveral Heads, now fhewn for St. Fubn’s the Bap- 
ti/?, are really Spurious ? Are we fo weak, or fo lazy, 
as fo fuffer St. Hugh’s Bones, and St. Anthony's Fire, to 
remain ftill among us, as a lafting Badge of Infamy to 
the Protetant Name; without tracing thefe things to 
their proper Original, by dint of nology, Hijtory, 
and a rhorough Infight into Welch Archives and Tradi- 
tions? We have number'd the Papyfs, but not their 
Saints, which are far more numerous ; all, by the Ex- 
ample, and under the leading of St. Wenefrede, ready to 
come down upon us: And yet, forfooth, to cry out 
upon Popery, or to found an Alarm, is a Mark of Dif 
affection to the Government. Bur ‘tis well for us, that 
we have fuch vigilant Monirors as this Author, fill. in 
being: I dare Match him againft the ableft Legendary of 


the Church of Rome. At p. 69. He has a flirt at one. 


St. Benno, firnam’d Cifulfeck, or Drycoat ; who, it feems, 
could walk in the Rain, without being wet : but it thall 
be provd upon him, that all this was owing to a large 
Oil-Cafe for his Ca:balick Ha, which ferv’d him in 


Nature of an Umbrella. He alfo touclies, p. 23, 
St. Francis, who made a Miftrefs of a Snow-ball : Bae 
due time we fhall fhew, That he only wrote fy . 
fmart Things, in the way of Addrefs, to a cruel un, 

ward Lafs of that Age, comparing her to ke, Syoy mer 
fo torth; which the dull Criticks, then in being : 

derftood literally ; and that this gave Rife to the Ston 
which might as well have been told of fome of the Me 
derns, who have Copyd many of thofe Complements 
with very good Succefs. As for St. Bennet’s rolling hin’ 
felf in a Bed of Nettles, mentioned p. 23, it thall be 
made appear from the concurrent Teftimony of M. 
dern Naturajifrs, that there is fome miftake in that My. 
ter; the Penance ‘ae being a very improper Re. 
medy in Cafes of that Nature. What our Author mep, 
tions further, p. 43, concerning an old Shoe of St, ¢, 
prian’s, fhalt be enlarged upon, and fet in a true Ij ? 
as foon as we have gotten our Materials together, We 
fhall demonftrate trom Authentick Bendix: and Re. 
cords, that the Heel of this Shoe is no older than thy 
time of Crifpin and Crifpianus; that the Cuttings an) 
Lacings on the fide are a plain Proof of its being my 
later than the Third Century, at what time the Gout fg 
got Footing in feveral: Chriftian Sees. The Upper Len 
ther {hall be compar’d with.an antient Pattern, fuppos{ 
of the Cyprianick Age, extant in Sertorius de Ocra;¢ 
Soccis ; and the Strap thall be proved to be Modern, iy 
a learned Differtation upon Bucklesand Shoe-/tring:. Whey 
our Hand. is in, we thal] acquit our felves, like goo} 
Proteftants, and examin feveral other Suints by the Rule 
of Anatomy ; and take exact Inventories both of thei 
wearing Apparel and houfhold Siuff. We have already 
made a confiderable Progrefs in Pater nojfer-row, anj 
when we have finifhed our Enquiries into the antiex 
and modern State of the Linnen Manufatlure, {ul 
handle one or two Confecrated Smocks, in fuch a manna 
as they deferve. In an Hifforical Effay upon Sextons anf 
Grave-diggers, we fhall reftore the Bones, now in tk 
Poffeflion of feveral Saints, to their proper Owner; 
having good reafon to fufpeét, that the Skulls of fom 
of them, who had their Brains knock’d out, are now 
fhewn whole. and entire, to the great Scandal of the 
Catholick Church. 

Whien we come to the prefent Times, we fhall fuly 
demonftrate the apparent danger of Popery. Lett 
Government do as they pleafe, we fhall difcharge ow 
felves, by forewarning them of the Enemy’s approxh 
The late Popifb Innovations in Necklaces fhall be 
min’d into, andthe Account fettled, how dear we 2 
like to pay for Diamond Croffes. The Tumbler in Mul 
fields, who plays through a Hoop, eats Fire, and Vo 
mits a bundred Yards of red Inkle at a time, fhall, upo 
full:Proof, appear to be of the Order of St. Domi 
Ir fhall be made out, that the High German, with th 
Balls and Cups, is a Fefuit, and has been heard to fy 
his Prayers.in an unknown Tongue ; and that the Fellov, 
who fhews Poffures in Smithfield, is a Carthufian: M 
which no true Protefant can doubt of, who confides 
that moft of the a Priefts, Monks, and Friars, 2 

Profeflion, Fuglers, Tumblers, Pofture-Mufters, wl 
njurers. We fhall go deeper, and produce feved 
its from Oxford ; by which it will be evidet, 
that fome grave, reverend Charchmen, of that Plu, 
have been heard to Pray for the Souls of the Dead; pi 
ticularly for him, who fir/t invented the Leathern Bott: 
And if our Univerfities are infeéted, where will 
Growth of Popery end ? Not, that in.general, wea 
againft all Relicks and Miraeles : Our Author fays, p.% 
bat no wr pre Proteftant did ever maintcin, tit 
Miracles seafed after the Apoftle’s Preaching. And, p.6 
That many Miracles are, at this very Day, wrought anit 
the Turks, Perfians, Moors, and Indians; of wii 
perhaps we fhall put forth a Hiftory in dueé'time ; # 
thereby give the Papi/fs a fair Turn for Reprizals. 10 
neceflity of ‘Miracles among the Reform’d, can never 
deny'd, if we only confider, how many Proteffant Hut 
there are, which want to be mew Set on; as wild 
Sts Wenefrede’s. 


ERRATA inthe lf EXAMINER. 


Page 2. Col. 1. Line 17. For Fealonfies, read ie 
loufie. 
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